Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 

Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 ALGIER 00142 161657Z 
ACTION NEA- 10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO INT-05 L-03 OES-06 /025 W 

161700Z 060234/65 

R 161645Z JAN 77 
FM AMEMBASSY ALGIERS 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 5750 

UNCLAS ALGIERS 0142 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: TGEN, US, AG 

SUBJECT: USGS COOPEERATIVE AGREEMENT WITH ALGERIA 
REF: (A) 76 STATE 279072 (B) STATE 08177 

1 . RECEIPT FROM USGS WAS RECEIVED PRIOR TO JANUARY 1, 

AND $200,000 INITIAL PAYMENT NOW "IN PROCESS". GIVEN 
NORMAL BUREAUCRATIC DELAYS IN PROCESSING FOREIGN 
CURRENCY PAYMENTS THROUGH BANKING AND MINISTERIAL CONTROL 
PROCEDURES, EMBASSY WOULD NOT RPT NOT EXPECT PAYMENT 
PRIOR TO FEB. 1. 

2. SEH MINISTER ARBOUI STILL "HAS UNDER CONSIDERATION" 

QUESTIONS OF DESIGNATION OF PROJECT OFFICER AND CHOICE OF 
INSURANCE. WE HAVE NO IDEA WHY SUCH SIMPLE THINGS SHOULD 
BE TAKING SO LONG. SEH LEGAL AND FINANCIAL COUNSELOR. 

MOHAMED MERAD, SAYS MINISTER CONSIDERING DESIGNATING 
"THE SECRETARIAT" AS LEGAL PERSON IN CHARGE. BECAUSE 
DIFFERENT PEOPLE ACTUALLY HANDLE DIFFERENT ASPECTS OF 
GIVEN PROGRAMS. WHEN EMBASSY COMMERCIAL OFFICER EXPLAINED 
THIS WOULD MAKE IT DIFFICULT FOR MR. MORGAN 

INITIATE CORRESPONDENCE EXCHANGE, MERAD REPLIED 
HE UNDERSTOOD THAT, BUT HE SUGGESTED FOR THE 
MOMENT MORGAN SHOULD GO AHEAD AND WRITE DIRECTLY 
TO MINISTER ARBAOUI. (BELIEVE DEPT AND USGS HAVE 
FULL NAME, TITLE AND ADDRESS.) 
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3. RE INSURANCE, MERAD SAID HE BELIEVES MINISTER'S 
DELAY RELATED TO DECISION HOW MANY AND WHO WILL BE 
SENT TO US FOR TRAINING; ONCE THIS DECISION IS MADE, 
MERAD EXPECTS INSURANCE DECISION AS WELL. 
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